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Overview of Lesson Plan: In this lesson, students will consider the purpose of surveys and polls and learn how to create them effectively. After they examine a poll by The New York Times, they create, administer, and tally surveys of their own design.

Suggested Time Allowance: 1 hour

Objectives: 

Students will:

1. Explore the meaning and purpose of a poll or survey. 

2. Consider the results of a poll given to people living in New York City by reading and discussing the article, “New York States of Mind.”

3. Analyze survey questions to determine how to create a successful survey, and then create their own. 

4. Conduct their surveys, analyze the data and compile it into a written report. 

Resources / Materials: 

-student journals 

-pens/pencils 

-paper 

-classroom board 

-copies of “New York States of Mind” found online at http://www.nytimes.com/learning/teachers/featured_articles/20051003monday.html (one per student) 

-resources about polls and surveys (reference books on research and gathering data, computers with Internet access, etc.)

Activities / Procedures: 

1. WARM-UP/DO-NOW: In their journals, students respond to the following prompt (written on the board prior to class): “What is a poll or survey? How does it work? What are the benefits and drawbacks to this method of information gathering?” (According to Merriam Webster Dictionary (www.m-w.com), a poll is, “a questioning or canvassing of persons selected at random or by quota to obtain information or opinions to be analyzed,” and a survey is, “to query (someone) in order to collect data for the analysis of some aspect of a group or area.”) After a few minutes, allow students time to share their answers. Then, conduct a brief poll using the following questions:

0. -How many of you have participated in a poll or survey? What was the subject matter? (Write answer on the board.)

1. -Where did you take this poll or survey? (List student responses on the board, then ask about each location or medium separately and write results on the board.)

2. As a class, discuss what can be learned by looking at the information on the board. Why is the location or medium where polls or surveys are taken useful when analyzing data? To whom might this information be useful? Why?

2. As a class, read and discuss the article, “New York States of Mind” (http://www.nytimes.com/learning/teachers/featured_articles/20051003monday.html) focusing on the following questions: a. What topics were included in the poll featured in the article?  b. According to the author, what quality helped to determine their opinion about a particular former president?  c. Of which politician are New Yorkers most wary?  d. How do the efforts to rebuild ground zero reflect New Yorkers’ worst quality?  e. Why might the author of the article have been surprised to hear that most New Yorkers go home for dinner most nights?  f. If a New Yorker said they would not move from the city unless they were “under penalty of death,” what does that mean?

3. Tell students that they will be creating their own surveys to gather information regarding how people feel about the towns in which they live. To prepare for this activity, students will work in small groups or pairs to learn more about the features of a good survey or poll. Divide students into small groups or pairs. Explain that they should examine the questions as well as the answer choices provided featured in the survey conducted by The New York Times. The goal is to discover what makes good questions and answer choices for a poll or survey. Ask students to consider the following when looking over the questions and answers (written on the board for easier student access): -How is each question phrased?  -What type of question is it?  -How are the answers organized?  -What types of answers are provided?  -How are the questions or answers ordered?

4. After approximately ten minutes, students share their findings with the class. Guidelines for questions and answers should be written on the board in separate columns. Encourage students to take notes, as they will be creating their own surveys during the remainder of the class and for homework. (Suggestions for how to design and conduct a successful survey or poll can be found at http://www.surveysystem.com/sdesign.html). Remind students that The New York Times poll used closed-ended questions, where all answers were provided. Students may choose to use this format, or an open-ended format, where people may give any answer they choose. Additional information about these two types of questions, including their benefits and drawbacks, can be found online at http://coe.sdsu.edu/eet/articles/surveyquest/index.html.

5. Ask students to continue their work by creating questions and answers for their own survey designed to assess how people feel about their city, town or local community. Students may want to consider asking questions about food (Which pizza shop serves the best pizza?), quality of life (Which street has the most traffic?), entertainment (How could the Fourth of July parade be improved?), etc. Remind students to consider the definitions discussed in class, the questions and analysis of the poll conducted by The Times, and the characteristics of questions and answers examined during class.

6. WRAP-UP/HOMEWORK: Individually, each student will conduct his or her poll with at least ten people. Students should tally and analyze their results, and write a report similar to the article, “New York States of Mind.” In a future class, individual survey results may be compiled into a class-wide survey and the results can be re-analyzed and presented to the local government or school community.

Further Questions for Discussion: 

-How do you feel about the city or town in which you live? 

-For what other places do people feel pride or loyalty? Why? 

-Why are locations important to people? 

-How do you think your hometown or closest city differs from New York City? Consider what you learned by reading the article, “New York States of Mind.”

Evaluation / Assessment: 

Students will be evaluated based on completion of journal entries, participation in class and group discussions, carefully created survey questions and answers, administration of surveys, collection and tallying of data, and well-written reports analyzing the information collected. s

Vocabulary: 

confidently, self-esteem, respondent, relatively, plurality, prospective, ambition, wary, manifest, mistrust, urbanites, veteran

Extension Activities: 

1. Write a children’s story celebrating your hometown or closest city. Include details about what makes this place special, such as important history, landmarks, celebrities, number of stores, fall foliage, etc.

2. Write an encyclopedia entry for a politician who represents your state, such as a senator, state representative, governor or mayor of a very large city.

3. Using the closest city to where you live, examine the laws that govern activities in public spaces such as restaurants, office buildings, parks, etc. Pay close attention to activities such as smoking, alcohol consumption, cell phone use, etc. Create a poster outlining these laws. Write a brief reaction paper providing your opinion about these laws. Why do you support or disagree with these laws?

Interdisciplinary Connections: 

American History- Research the history of New York City or another large city in the United States. When was it founded? Why? How was the city originally designed? Was it a city meant for pedestrians, carriages, cars, etc? What are the most well-known characteristics and landmarks of this city? Prepare a report on your findings.

Fine Arts -Create a poster illustrating a slogan and mascot for the city closest to where you live. Prepare a brief artist’s statement explaining your choices.  - Write and perform an original song celebrating the city, town or village in which you live.

Health- Research how the quality of life in a city compares to the quality of life in a suburb or more rural area. Consider life expectancy, disease, air quality, infant mortality, noise, water quality, access to green space, etc. Prepare a chart illustrating your findings. Include statistics, if applicable.

Teaching with The Times- Read the paper to find results of polls conducted by the paper, which can be found in the form of graphs, charts or articles. Examine the benefit of using a poll in addition to hard news reporting. How does this type of reporting help you understand a particular issue? Write a brief response paper examining your opinion. To order The New York Times for your classroom, click hereclick here.

Academic Content Standards:
This lesson plan may be used to address the academic standards listed below. These standards are drawn from Content Knowledge: A Compendium of Standards and Benchmarks for K-12 Education: 2nd Edition and have been provided courtesy of the Mid-continent Research for Education and Learning in Aurora, Colorado.
In addition, this lesson plan may be used to address the academic standards of a specific state. Links are provided where available from each McREL standard to the Achieve website containing state standards for over 40 states. The state standards are from Achieve's National Standards Clearinghouse and have been provided courtesy of Achieve, Inc. in Cambridge Massachusetts and Washington, DC.
Grades 6-8 

Civics Standard 19- Understands what is meant by "the public agenda," how it is set, and how it is influenced by public opinion and the media. Benchmarks: Knows that the public agenda consists of those matters that occupy public attention at any particular time; Knows how the public agenda is shaped by political leaders, interest groups, and state and federal courts, and understands how individual citizens can help shape the public agenda; Understands the importance of freedom of the press to informed participation in the political system, and understands the influence of television, radio, the press, newsletters, and emerging means of electronic communication on American politics; Understands the opportunities that the media provides for individuals to monitor the actions of their government and communicate their concerns and positions on current issues 

Geography Standard 6- Understands that culture and experience influence people's perceptions of places and regions. Benchmark: Knows the ways in which culture influences the perception of places and regions 

Geography Standard 10- Understands the nature and complexity of Earth's cultural mosaics. Benchmarks: Knows ways in which communities reflect the cultural background of their inhabitants 

Language Arts Standard 1- Demonstrates competence in the general skills and strategies of the writing process. Benchmarks: Uses style and structure appropriate for specific audiences and purposes; Writes expository compositions; Writes persuasive compositions; Writes compositions that speculate on problems/solutions 

Language Arts Standard 8- Demonstrates competence in speaking and listening as tools for learning. Benchmarks: Plays a variety of roles in group discussions; Asks questions to seek elaboration and clarification of ideas; Listens in order to understand a speaker's topic, purpose, and perspective; Conveys a clear main point when speaking to others and stays on the topic being discussed 

Mathematics Standard 1- Uses a variety of strategies in the problem-solving process. Benchmarks: Understands how to break a complex problem into simpler parts or use a similar problem type to solve a problem; Uses a variety of strategies to understand problem-solving situations and processes; Understands that there is no one right way to solve mathematical problems, but that different methods have different advantages and disadvantages; Constructs informal logical arguments to justify reasoning processes and methods of solutions to problems; Uses a variety of reasoning processes to model and to solve problems 

Mathematics Standard 6- Understands and applies basic and advanced concepts of statistics and data analysis. Benchmarks: Reads and interprets data in charts, tables, plots and graphs; Uses data and statistical measures for a variety of purposes; Organizes and displays data using tables, graphs, frequency distributions, and plots; Understands faulty arguments, common errors, and misleading presentations of data; Understands that the same set of data can be represented using a variety of tables, graphs, and symbols and that different modes of representation often convey different messages (e.g., variation in scale can alter a visual message); Understands basic concepts about how samples are chosen (e.g., random samples, bias in sampling procedures, limited samples, sampling error) 

Mathematics Standard 9- Understands the general nature and uses of mathematics. Benchmark: Understands that mathematicians often represent real things using abstract ideas like numbers or lines, and they then work with these abstractions to learn about the things they represent

Grades 9-12  Civics Standard 19- Understands what is meant by "the public agenda," how it is set, and how it is influenced by public opinion and the media. Benchmarks: Understands the concept of public opinion, and knows alternative views of the proper role of public opinion in a democracy; Understands how public opinion is measured, used in public debate, and how it can be influenced by the government and the media; Understands the influence that public opinion has on public policy and the behavior of public officials; Understands the ways in which television, radio, the press, newsletters, and emerging means of communication influence American politics; Knows how to use criteria such as logical validity, factual accuracy, emotional appeal, distorted evidence, and appeals to bias or prejudice in order to evaluate various forms of historical and contemporary political communication  Geography Standard 6- Understands that culture and experience influence people's perceptions of places and regions. Benchmarks: Understands why places and regions are important to individual human identity and as symbols for unifying or fragmenting society; Understands how individuals view places and regions on the basis of their stage of life, sex, social class, ethnicity, values, and belief systems; Knows ways in which people's changing views of places and regions reflect cultural change  Geography Standard 10- Understands the nature and complexity of Earth's cultural mosaics. Benchmarks: Knows how cultures influence the characteristics of regions; Knows the role culture plays in incidents of cooperation and conflict in the present-day world  Language Arts Standard 1- Demonstrates competence in the general skills and strategies of the writing process. Benchmarks: Writes compositions that are focused for different audiences; Writes compositions that fulfill different purposes; Writes expository compositions; Writes persuasive compositions that evaluate, interpret, and speculate about problems/solutions and causes and effects; Writes reflective compositions  Language Arts Standard 8- Demonstrates competence in speaking and listening as tools for learning. Benchmarks: Asks questions as a way to broaden and enrich classroom discussions; Adjusts message wording and delivery to particular audiences and for particular purposes  Mathematics Standard 1- Uses a variety of strategies in the problem-solving process. Benchmarks: Uses a variety of strategies to understand new mathematical content and to develop more efficient solution methods or problem extensions; Constructs logical verifications or counter examples to test conjectures and to justify algorithms and solutions to problems; Understands connections between equivalent representations and corresponding procedures of the same problem situation or mathematical concept; Understands the components of mathematical modeling  Mathematics Standard 6- Understands and applies basic and advanced concepts of statistics and data analysis. Benchmarks: Selects and uses the best method of representing and describing a set of data; Understands how concepts of representativeness, randomness, and bias in sampling can affect experimental outcomes and statistical interpretations; Understands that making an inference about a population from a sample always involves uncertainty and the role of statistics is to estimate the size of that uncertainty  Mathematics Standard 9- Understands the general nature and uses of mathematics. Benchmark: Understands that mathematics provides a precise system to describe objects, events, and relationships and to construct logical arguments
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