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The following should be considered a work in progress.  It is part of a larger, standards-based Statistics unit, but is presented here as a stand-along activity.  If you have any suggestions for improvements, questions for how to conduct this lesson, or if you end up teaching it, please email me.  Thank you.  All materials are copyrighted.
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Based on this graph, which racial group makes up the largest percent of the total U.S. population?  Approximately what percent is this?

Which racial group makes up the largest percentage of people currently incarcerated?

In your opinion, what does this graph tell us about race and incarceration rates in this country? Why do you think this is the situation?

Imagine you are presenting your findings about the racial disparity between the U.S. and incarcerated populations to the New York Times.  You want them to help alert the general public to the severity of this imbalance.  Why might it be useful to show them this graph rather than a chart with a lot of numbers?

In 2000, there were approximately 265,000,000 total people in the U.S., and 2,185,000 of them were in prison.  Based on the graphs:

1.  Estimate how many people of each race there were in the U.S. in 2000.

2.  Estimate how many people of each race there were in prison in 2000.

3.  For each race, determine what percent of their total population is currently incarcerated (for example, we can look at the graph to see what percent of all people in prison are White… But we would need to calculate what percent of all White people are in prison).

