New York Times,

October 3, 2005

New York States of Mind

By JOHN TIERNEY and CHRISTOPHER BUCKLEY

After polling more than 1,000 New Yorkers, we can confidently report that they love their city and feel quite good about themselves. Self-esteem is not a problem. The poll's respondents think a soaring hawk would be a better city mascot than a rat or a pigeon or neurotic polar bear. Four out of five believe that if you can make it here, you really can make it anywhere.

Overall, though, New Yorkers are not so sure about their politicians. The news is relatively good for Michael Bloomberg. For starters, New Yorkers would rather have him than Rudy Giuliani as their mayor today. And asked whether Bloomberg is truly a Republican at heart, a plurality of Republicans say yes, while a plurality of Democrats suspect that he is still secretly one of them - a rare political win-win. Hillary Clinton fares pretty well, too; a majority say that they would support her for president in 2008. More than a third wouldn't mind seeing her husband back in the Oval Office, either, although another quarter would most like to see him as secretary general of the United Nations or as mayor of New York.

Their affection for the former president may have something to do with his entertainment value. When asked to predict whose husband would produce the most embarrassing headlines during the coming Senate campaigns of Hillary Clinton and Jeanine Pirro, 43 percent of the respondents picked Albert Pirro, but 33 percent said Bill Clinton.

Giuliani doesn't do nearly as well as Hillary in a prospective presidential race. About half would not support him for president in 2008, and only 38 percent would. Of course, that puts him far ahead of the governor - only 21 percent of New Yorkers would go for Pataki as president in 2008. And perhaps the best news of all for Rudy: if the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade featured a balloon of one modern mayor, he would win handily.

New Yorkers admire ambition in themselves (they rated it their best quality), but they are wary of some ambitious pols. When asked to choose the primary effect of Attorney General Eliot Spitzer's measures against businesses, 27 percent said he had protected the public, but 41 percent said he had mainly driven businesses out of state or obtained publicity for himself.

The respondents said New Yorkers' worst quality is impatience, which was manifest in their attitude toward rebuilding on ground zero. When asked if a new building there should be taller or shorter than the World Trade Center, the majority said they didn't care as long as officials built something and stopped arguing already.

To our surprise, the respondents said that real estate isn't the most popular topic at dinner parties. They claimed to discuss politics more often, perhaps because it's a safe subject in a city where only 12 percent of people call themselves Republicans. Among the Democrats, 80 percent say they didn't cross party lines to vote for a single Republican in the 2004 election.

Still, most New Yorkers don't let politics interfere with love. More than half of Democrats polled said they would date and even marry a Republican. A whopping two-thirds of Republicans said they would date a Democrat, though this may be evidence less of open-mindedness than of desperation.

We were also surprised to hear that most New Yorkers go home for dinner most nights. A plurality of every group, even Manhattanites and the wealthy, eat home-cooked meals at least half the time - or claim they do. Maybe they just don't want to admit that their most important kitchen appliance is the telephone.

When they do go out to eat, New Yorkers insist on maintaining their God-given right to talk on their cellphones. More than half the respondents oppose a law banning cellphones in restaurants, which seems to reflect either an uncharacteristic mistrust of government regulation or a characteristic rudeness. The most common reason people gave for moving to New York was to further their careers, although about 1 in 5 of the transplants said they came simply because it's a cool place. One said it was for the "religious experience"; another said it was for the sex. And once they spend a few years here, they don't want to leave.

While a plurality of the respondents under 30 said they wanted to move to the suburbs soon or eventually, most of the people over 30 are confirmed urbanites. When these veteran New Yorkers were asked what it would take to get them to move, the most common answer was that they would move to suburbia only under penalty of death.

Whom would you rather have as mayor now, Michael Bloomberg or Rudolph Giuliani?
1. Michael Bloomberg 44%

2. Rudolph Giuliani 39

3. Not Sure/Refuse 17

If Hillary Clinton ran for president in 2008, do you think you would be likely to support her or not?
1. Yes 57%

2. No 31

3. Not Sure/Refuse 11

If Rudolph Giuliani ran for president in 2008, do you think you would be likely to support him or not?
1. Yes 38%

2. No 49

3. Not Sure/Refuse 12

If George Pataki ran for president in 2008, do you think you would be likely to support him or not?
1. Yes 21%

2. No 64

3. Not Sure/Refuse 15

If it were possible, which of the following offices would you most like to see Bill Clinton hold?
1. President of the United States, for a third term 37%

2. Secretary general of the U.N. 15

3. Mayor of New York City 11

4. None of the above 32

5. Any of the above

(volunteered only) 1

6. Not Sure/Refuse 4

New York State Attorney General Eliot Spitzer has taken strong measures against a variety of businesses. On the whole, what do you think has been the primary effect of his actions?
1. He's protected the public 27%

2. He's gotten himself publicity 26

3. He's driven businesses out of New York 15

4. All of the above (volunteered only) 4

5. Not Sure/Refuse 29

Do you think Michael Bloomberg is really a Republican at heart or don't you think so?
1. Yes 35%

2. No 42

3. Not Sure/Refuse 23

If the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade had a balloon of one New York mayor, which of these should it be?
1. Rudolph Giuliani 33%

2. Ed Koch 23

3. David Dinkins 15

4. Michael Bloomberg 12

5. Not Sure/Refuse 15

If it meant the city could save money, would you favor or oppose ending the recycling program and instead sending trash to landfills?
1. Oppose 58%

2. Favor 32

3. Not Sure/Refuse 10

What should be built at ground zero?
1. Something shorter than the World Trade Center 20%

2. Something taller than the World Trade Center 14

3. Any size building as long as they stop arguing about it 54

4. Not Sure/Refuse 12

As Hillary Clinton and Jeanine Pirro campaign for the Senate, which of their husbands do you expect to provide the most embarrassing headlines?
1. Albert Pirro 43%

2. Bill Clinton 33

3. Not Sure/Refuse 24

Do you think you are more liberal or more conservative than the average New Yorker?
1. More conservative 42%

2. More liberal 41

3. Neither/Same (volunteered only) 10

4. Not Sure/Refuse 7

Do you generally think of yourself as a Democrat, a Republican or something else?
1. Democrat 56%

2. Republican 12

3. Something else 25

4. Not Sure/Refuse 6

[Of Democrats only] Did you vote for any Republicans in the 2004 election?
1. Yes 15%

2. No 80

3. Not Sure/Refuse 5

[Of Democrats only] Would you ever date a Republican?
1. Yes 58%

2. No 29

3. Not Sure/Refuse 13

[Of Democrats only] Would you ever marry a Republican?
1. Yes 53%

2. No 33

3. Not Sure/Refuse 14

[Of Republicans only] Did you vote for any Democrats in the 2004 election?
1. Yes 20%

2. No 72

3. Not Sure/Refuse 8

[Of Republicans only] Would you ever date a Democrat?
1. Yes 65%

2. No 25

3. Not Sure/Refuse 10

[Of Republicans only] Would you ever marry a Democrat?
1. Yes 62%

2. No 25

3. Not Sure/Refuse 13

Which of these topics comes up most often at New York dinner parties?
1. Politics 32%

2. Work 29

3. Real estate 17

4. School 11

5. Weather 5

6. Not Sure/ Refuse 6

Would you favor or oppose a law prohibiting the use of cellphones in restaurants?
1. Oppose 53%

2. Favor 37

3. Not Sure/Refuse 10

How many home-cooked dinners did you eat in the past week?
1. 5 to 7 dinners 48%

2. 3 or 4 dinners 28

3. 1 or 2 dinners 14

4. None 7

5. Not Sure/Refuse 2

Which of these reasons best describes why you live in New York?
1. You were born here 45%

2. You moved here for work 26

3. You moved here because it's a cool place 9

4. You moved here with your family 8

5. You moved here to find people who share your political views 2

6. You moved here to get away from your family 2

7. Not Sure/Refuse/Other 7

How would you feel about moving to the suburbs? Would you:
1. Move there only under penalty of death 28%

2. Like to move there eventually 22

3. Move there only if you couldn't afford to stay in the city 18

4. Like to move there soon 12

5. Not Sure/Refuse 20

Which one of the following do you think is the best quality of New Yorkers?
1. Ambition 33%

2. Tolerance 25

3. Intelligence 18

4. Worldliness 17

5. Not Sure/Refuse 7

Which one of the following do you think is the worst quality of New Yorkers?
1. Impatience 37%

2. Rudeness 30

3. Greed 18

4. Cynicism 8

5. Not Sure/Refuse 7

Which of these animals would make the best mascot for New York City?
1. Pale Male, the hawk on Fifth Avenue 33%

2. A pigeon 26

3. Gus, the polar bear in the Central Park Zoo 17

4. A rat 12

5. Not Sure/Refuse 11

Which of these New Yorkers has the worst hair?
1. Donald Trump 43%

2. Al Sharpton 24

3. Rudy Giuliani in his comb-over days 14

4. Marv Albert 6

5. Not Sure/Refuse 14

Do you think most New Yorkers are:
1. Somewhat liberal 29%

2. Very liberal 24

3. Middle of the road 22

4. Somewhat conservative 12

5. Very conservative 6

6. Not Sure/Refuse 6

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement about New York City: If you can make it here, you can make it anywhere?
1. Agree 78%

2. Disagree 19

3. Not Sure/Refuse 3

METHODOLOGY: This telephone poll of a random sample of 1,011 adults in New York City was conducted for the New York Times magazine by Blum & Weprin associates inc. between Aug. 29 and Sept. 1. the sample was based on a random-digital-dialing design that draws numbers from all existing telephone exchanges in the five boroughs of New York, giving all numbers, listed and unlisted, a proportionate chance of being included. respondents were selected randomly within the household and offered the option of being interviewed in spanish. the overall sample results were weighted demographically and geographically to population data. the estimated average sample tolerance for data from the survey is plus or minus 3 percent at the 95 percent confidence level. sampling error for subgroups is higher. sampling is only one source of error. other sources of error may include question wording, question order and interviewer effects.
