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DISCLAIMER:

This lesson/unit should be considered a working draft.  While it may not necessarily indicate the 
mathematical standards that were used in its development, such standards were consulted.  It is 
the intention of the author that anyone considering using this lesson/unit should consult their 
local math content standards, and should make any changes to the materials as they see 
appropriate for their classroom and students.  If you have any suggestions, comments, critiques, 
ideas, etc, for how to make this lesson/unit stronger, I welcome your feedback.  In addition, if 
you use any or all of this lesson/unit in your classroom, please let me know about your 
experience.
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Incarceration Growth Rate
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1. What is this type of graph called?

2. Why did the person who made this graph use this type of graph to represent this information?

3. A “rate” compares two pieces of information.  For example, you’ve heard the expression 65 miles per hour.  This compares the number of miles traveled in an hour.  What is the rate that this graph uses?  

4. What happened to the incarceration rate between 1925 and 1975?  What happened to the incarceration rate between 1975 and 2001?

5. Is it possible to tell from this graph the total number of people who were in prison each year?  If so, pick a year and determine how many people were in prison.

6. If we wanted to understand about the history of imprisonment in this country, why might a graph of the rate of incarceration be more useful than a graph of the total number of people incarcerated?

7. Why do you think the incarceration rate went up so quickly?  Come up with at least 3 specific reasons why the incarceration rate might have gone up so much and/or gone up so quickly.
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