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The following should be considered a work in progress.  It is part of a larger, standards-based Statistics unit, but is presented here as a stand-along activity.  If you have any suggestions for improvements, questions for how to conduct this lesson, or if you end up teaching it, please email me.  Thank you.  All materials are copyrighted.

Interactive Website about Government Spending

a. Have students go to this website: http://www.benjerry.com/americanpie/allocate.cfm, and use the interactive game and answer the questions on the handout “Federal Budget Pie Graph”
1. Discussion

a. Why are Pie Graphs useful?

b. In one sentence, explain how you should know which data to use to make a pie graph… A pie chart is a circle graph divided into pieces, each displaying the size of some related piece of information. Pie charts are used to display the sizes of parts that make up some whole. They compare categorical data.

c. Why do you think it makes sense to graph percents rather than totals?  (Discuss how much easier it is to graph percents).


Today we’re going to explore what the U.S. Government spends money on, and how much money they spend on these items.

Go to the website:  http://www.benjerry.com/americanpie/allocate.cfm.  Once you get there, you should determine what percent of our Federal Budget you think should be spent on each of the following items:

· National Defense

· International Affairs

· General Science, Space, and Technology

· Natural Resources & Environment

· Transportation

· Education, Training, Employment, and Social Services

· Health

· Income Security

· Veterans Benefits & Services

· Administration of Justice

· Other

After you’ve made your graph, compare it to the correct graph, and print both out.  Then answer the following questions:

Which category did you give the highest percent to?  Why?

Which category did you give the lowest percent to?  Why?

In what ways was your graph similar to the actual graph?

In what ways was your graph different to the actual graph?

What did you learn about how the U.S. spends it’s money from this activity?
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